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ences of its people. The interference of outside powers has likewise
tended to fan the flames of racial and national animosities. Thus con-
stant strife and bickering* have sapped the strength and engaged the
major attention of the Balkan peoples. Relief has also tended to isolate
considerable portions of the population, and consequently to limit their
economic and cultural contacts with the more active sections of Europe,
In view of these factors, it is not surprising* that a considerable pro-
portion of the population is very backward culturally and economically.
Agriculture is the basic economic activity of the peninsula. It en-
gages the attention of the great majority of the population, and pro-
vides most of the exports. Unfortunately, however, agricultural prac-
tice is very backward, and the yield of the land is consequently low.
Despite a considerable quantity and diversity of industrial resources in
the form of forests, water power and minerals, manufacturing is al-
most undeveloped, and as a consequence manufactured goods consti-
tute the principal imports of all the Balkan countries. Commercial de-
velopment is also backward. The per capita foreign trade of Albania,
Bulgaria and Yugoslavia is among the lowest of any countries in
Europe. Greece alone has any considerable trade or has developed any
important merchant marine. The economic life of the Balkans is thus
very backward, but with greater political and economic stability it
should advance steadily.

THE KINGDOM OF YUGOSLAVIA (KRALJEVINA
JUGOSLAVIJA)

During the sixth and seventh centuries, three Slavic tribes, the
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, migrated from beyond the Carpathians
and found neW homes in the Balkan Peninsula. At the time of this
invasion all of these people spoke the same language and had uniform'
cultural and economic standards, but, once established in their new
home, nature went rapidly to work to break down this uniformity.
Their valley communities were so isolated by mountain walls that the
interchange of goods and ideas was difficult. Consequently, each tended
to develop a distinct cultural and economic life in response to its own
environment.

This differentiation was made more pronounced by the political
history of these people. For 1200 years Turk, Magyar and Austrian
divided and ruled them. Prior to the World War they were living under
six governments, and each group reflected something of the life and
ideas of the nation dominating it. Serbia and Montenegro alone were